FEDERAL INTERAGENCY TEAM ON VOLUNTEERISM (FITV)

Draft Minutes

Meeting of May 27, 2003

USDA Forest Service Offices, Rossyln, Va.

Present: Don Hansen, Chair (USFS), Doug Blankinship (DOI), Trevor Needham (Vice Chair) (FWS), Mollie Buckey (Bureau of Recreation), Chuck Graves (CEES), and Kevin Flynn (BLM).

Approval of Minutes—Hansen circulated Draft Meeting Notes and Agenda Items from last meeting (March 18-19, 2003).  The minutes were approved as written

I. Organization & Structure—

1. Secretary--Flynn offered to serve as FITV Secretary following the email notice received from Debra Stokes saying that she would not be able to fulfill the role of FITV Secretary.  The nomination was approved.

2. Vice Chair--Needham said that he would be unable to commit to being Vice-Chair.  After some discussion, the group decided to combine the Vice-Chair and Secretary position with the goal of having all positions in place for Calendar Year 2004.

3. APHIS: Hansen reported that Coanne E. O’Hern of the USDA Animal and  Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) might be attending the meeting and the agency may be interested in joining FITV.  APHIS has an extensive program on invasive species and works closely with USFS, BLM, and FWS on invasive species issues.

4. Contact List: Graves circulated contact list.  An updated list is at the end of these minutes.

II. Old & New Business

1. Web Pages: Flynn reported that draft FITV web pages were available for review at http://www.blm.gov/volunteer/fitv/ . Additional contributions are requested in the form of key documents to be posted, agency information, links, etc.  The group suggested posting the site on a central location, either at Volunteer.gov/gov, or some other site, and investigate the feasibility of reserving the “fitv.gov” domain. Action Item: Flynn to follow up on “.gov” domain.

2. Strategic Planning Review & Update: Blankinship & Graves said that no further comments had been received.  Blankinship said that additional items relating to Volunteer.Gov/Gov and Take Pride in America needed to be added. Action Item: Blankinship & Graves to circulate revised Strategic Plan by early June.
3. “Joint Ventures” Conference—Hansen circulated copies of an application made on behalf of FITV for a session at the “Joint Ventures: Partners in Stewardship Conference” in Los Angeles in November 2003.  The session would emphasize the value of interagency teams. Action Item: Hansen to monitor status of session application and coordinate participation.

4. Charter—The April 2003 Draft of the Charter has been circulated (a copy is posted on the preliminary FITV website.) No further comments were received. Action Item: Eigenor to supply “clean” version of charter for final approval.
5. Products—The “Brainstorming” list created at the last meeting was reviewed. Overall consensus was that the Markeing Strategy was key to all of the other items.  Buckey reported that she had obtained an estimate on producing bookmarks for circulation at meetings.  Design would cost approximately $300 and printing would be about $1.10 per sheet of 5 bookmarks. She also obtained an estimate for luggage tags of $500 per 1000, and coasters ($1150 per 1000). Overall she said that the bookmarks would be the most cost-effective.  Graves said that a FITV flyer would be helpful. Action item: Needham, Blankinship, and Graves were charged with reviewing the Marketing Strategy.

6. Take Pride in America—Blankinship reported that a new Director of the Take Pride program would be announced soon. Nominations for the first round of Take Pride awards are due at the end of June. Blankinship said he was working to increase the representation on the Take Pride committees to include agencies other than from DOI.

7. Volunteer Tracking Databases—Blankinship reported that he had discussed NRCS database system with Eigenore  (via email) and talked to programming staff in Little Rock, AR, and that development of the system was continuing. Buckey said she was concerned that Scott Cameron had given FITV the charge to review and make recommendations on proposed system. NRCS is expected to present an Action Plan by July 4, 2003, for DOI. Blankinship said that he had been asked to involve Keith Stewart and others in the database project. Action Item: Blankinship to contact Eigenor, assess progress, and ensure that all are involved.

8. Volunteer.Gov/Gov—Blankinship reported that currently more than 1900 opportunities were posted. He said he was getting a team together to work on a redesign of the site. 
Next Meeting & Agenda


Teleconference Calls are scheduled for the 3rd Wednesday of Each Month at 2:00 pm. Future dates are June 18 and July 17, 2003


The next Meeting is scheduled for August 26 at USFS in Arlington, VA.

Meeting Adjourned at 4:00 PM. Scheduled half-day meeting on May 28 was cancelled.

Submittted by: Kevin Flynn, BLM

June 3, 2003
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CONTACT LIST 

AS OF: 5/27/2003

	JOY M. PIETSCHMANN
Servicewide Volunteer Program Coordinator

National Park Service

1201 “I” Street NW

Washington D. C.  20005

(202) 513-7141

Joy_Pietschmann@nps.gov
http://www.nps.gov/volunteer

	DON HANSEN (Chair)

Program Manager

Volunteers in the National Forests

(SYVP)

USDA - Forest Service

Room 1010 RPE

Washington, D.C. 20090-6090

(703) 605-4851

(703) 605-5115 fax

dhansen01@fs.fed.us
http://www.fs.fed.us


	MICHELE EGINOIRE
National Volunteer Coordinator

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

945 SW Ankeny Road

Ankeny, IA 50021

(515) 289-0325, ext 29

(515) 289-1227 fax

eginoire@swcs.org
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov

	DEBRA J. STOKES, CPRP
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers

Partnerships - Natural Resources Mgmt

Outdoor Recreation Planner

441 G Street NW (CECW-ON)

Washington, DC 20314

(202) 761-7769

debra.j.stokes@hq02.usace.army.mil
http://www.usace.army.mil


	DOUGLAS BLANKINSHIP
Office of the Secretary -  USDI

Planning & Performance Mgmt

Volunteer.Gov/Gov

1849 “C” Street NW - MIB-5260

Washington, D.C.  20040

(202) 208-7439

(202) 208-2619 fax

Doug_J_Blankinship@ios.doi.gov


	TREVOR NEEDHAM
Community Partnerships,Friends, and Volunteer Coordinator

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service - USDI

4401 North Fairfax Drive - Room 670

Arlington, VA 22203

(703) 358-2392

703-358-2517 (fax)

trevor_needham@fws.gov

www.fws.gov

	MOLLIE BUCKEY
Policy Analyst

Bureau of Reclamation - USDI

Room 2329

1849 “C” Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20240

(202) 513-0600

(202) 513-0301 fax

mbuckey@usbr.gov

www.usbr.gov
	CHUCK GRAVES

National Program Coordinator

National 4-H Headquarters

Families, 4-H & Nutrition (F4HN)

Cooperative State Research, Education 

  and Extension Service  (CSREES) - USDA

(202) 720-3566

(202) 720-9366 fax

cgraves@csrees.usda.gov

www.reeusda.gov

1400 Independence Avenue, SW

Stop 2225

Washington D.C. 20250-2225



	SUSAN WELLS
Volunteer Program Manager

U.S. Geological Survey - USDI

Room 7A203

Mail Stop: 119

12201 Sunrise Valley Drive

Reston, VA  20192

(703) 648-7452

(703) 648-4466   fax

swells@usgs.gov

www.usgs.gov
	KEVIN FLYNN (Vice Chair / Secretary)

Bureau of Land Management

U.S. Department of Interior

Environmental Education & Volunteers Group

849 “C” Street, N.W.

Mail Stop LS- 406

Washington, D.C. 20240

(202) 452-0363

(202) 452-5199 (fax)

Kevin_Flynn@blm.gov
http://www.blm.gov/volunteer


