MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

among the

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Cooperative State Research, Education & Extension Service (CSREES)

Forest Service (FS) ID No. 99-SMU-048

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and the

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management (BLM)

Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS)

National Park Service (NPS)

Bureau of Reclamation (BOR)

United States Geological Survey (USGS)






concerning:

the establishment of a Federal Interagency Team on Volunteerism (FITV) aimed at the facilitation of mutually benefitting activities and cooperative ventures which enhance the professionalism and viability of the volunteer programs of the signatory agencies.

I. Purpose

The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is to establish a framework for expanding a cooperative relationship through which agencies, bureaus, and offices of the Departments of Agriculture, Interior, and Defense (hereinafter "the agencies"), to the extent permitted by law, will cooperate with one another in areas of mutual concern related to volunteer programs. This agreement will provide a foundation for the agencies to work together on issues of common interest and upon which the agencies can jointly plan and carry out mutually beneficial programs, projects, and activities. It is expected that this partnership effort may expand as other agencies express interest in pursuing collaborative efforts in volunteer administration. The MOU is limited to achieving greater efficiencies and economies under the authorities presently held by the Secretaries of the above-captioned Departments and delegated to the agency heads regarding volunteer programs and their administration.

II. Objective

The objective of this MOU is to provide for the participating agencies to work together on issues of mutual interest and to plan and implement collaborative volunteer-related programs, projects, training, education and other activities nationwide.

Secondly, this MOU establishes a general framework of cooperation among the agencies with the specific purpose of creating a committee to be known as the Federal Interagency Team on Volunteerism (FITV). This committee will be composed of national level volunteer program coordinators or designees from each agency, and will meet at least quarterly to facilitate professional development, exchange information, and strategize on methods to increase the involvement of volunteers in the fulfillment of each agencies' missions and management activities, and to retain the services and enhance the experiences of volunteers as a means of achieving this end.

Ill.Authorities

Cooperative State Research, Education & Extension Service

The Cooperative State Research, Education & Extension Service's Volunteer Program is authorized by the Agriculture and Food Act of 1981, Pub. L. No.97-98, Sec.1526, codified at 7 U.S.C. Sec. 2272, DR 4230-1 of June 5,1997.

Forest Service

The Forest Service's Volunteers Program is authorized by the Volunteers in the National Forests Act of 1970, Pub. L. No.92-300 As Amended by Pub. L. 103-82, codified at 16 U.S. C. Sec. 558A.

Natural Resources Conservation Service

The Natural Resources Conservation Service's Earth Team Volunteer Program is authorized by The Agriculture and Food Act of 1981, Pub.L. 97-98, Sec. 1526, codified at 7 U.S.C. Sec. 227, DR 4230-1 of June 5,1997.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

The U.S.Corps of Engineer's Volunteer Program is authorized by Pub. L. 98-63, Act of July 30,1983, codified at 33 U.S.C. Sec. 569c.

Bureau of Land Management

The Bureau of Land Management's Volunteer Program is authorized under the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976, Pub. L. 94-570, 90 Stat. 2766, as amended by Pub. L. 98-540, 98 Stat. 2718, and Pub. L. 101-286,104 Stat. 175, codified at 43 U.S.C. 1737. Additional authorities are provided by Pub. L. 102-154,105 Stat. 1000, codified at 16 U.S.C. 742f, and Pub. L. 105-19,111 Stat. 2118, codified at 42 U.S.C. 14501.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's Volunteer Program is conducted under the

authorization of the Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956 (16 U.S.C. 742), as amended by the Fish and Wildlife Improvement Act of 1978 (Pub. L. 95-616) and the National Wildlife Refuge System Volunteer and Community Partnership Enhancement Act of 1998

(Pub. L. 105-242).

National Park Service

The National Park Service's Volunteer Program Volunteers in the Parks, is authorized by Pub. L. 91-357, codified at 16 U.S.C. Sec 18 g.

Bureau of Reclamation

The Bureau of Reclamation's Volunteer Program is authorized by Pub. L. 101-101, codified at 43 U.S.C. Sec. 1475.

U.S. Geological Survey

The U.S. Geological Survey's Volunteer for Science Volunteer Program is authorized by Pub. L. No.100-202, Sec 101(g), codified at 43 U.S.C. Sec. SOc.

IV. Statement Of Mutual Benefits

The cooperating agencies are dedicated to wise management of our Nation's natural and cultural resources and, as such, sought and gained the authority to accept the voluntary, uncompensated personal services of volunteers who seek an opportunity to serve the Nation in the preservation, conservation, and the development of publicly- owned natural and cultural resources.

The agencies agree that it is to their mutual benefit to work cooperatively on the management and administration of volunteer programs in a manner consistent with each agency's mission and objectives.

Coordinated interagency programs allow the agencies to share expertise and facilities, make efficient use of funds, and provide consistent information at a wider variety of locations to the public. An additional mutual benefit of this MOU will be to enhance coordination efforts with other levels of government and entities involved with volunteer administration and natural and cultural resource management activities, programs and projects.

V. Responsibilities

The agencies will:

Establish an interagency team at the national level to guide interagency collaboration efforts relating to administration, education, training, and management of volunteer programs. The name of this interagency committee will be the "Federal Interagency Team on Volunteerism" (FITV). Each agency will provide an authorized representative to the FITV.

Explore avenues for strengthening interagency collaboration at the field level working through existing or new groups or liaisons.

As desirable and appropriate, coordinate program support functions and resources at both the national and field levels, such as:


-exchanging information and resource expertise;


-sharing or co-producing publications and multi-media materials;


-coordinating and sponsoring workshops and/or conferences for personnel and volunteers;


-coordinating public outreach to communities;


-collaborating on research and evaluation of programs;


-celebrating, recognizing, and promoting successes;


-using physical facilities to support interagency initiatives;


-sharing training and professional development opportunities;


-identifying financial resources to support national programs and objectives.

VI.   Special Provisions

1. This MOU is neither a fiscal nor a funds obligation document. Any endeavor involving reimbursement or contnbution of funds between the parties of this MOU will be handled in accordance with applicable laws, regulations, and procedures.

2. This MOU may be modified or amended as necessary upon written consent of all parties or may be terminated by any of the parties provided that party provides written notice to all other parties within 60 days of such a decision.

3. The primary contacts for the FITV are the individual agencies' respective volunteer coordinators or their designees. The primary contact persons for local organizational units are the line managers or their designees.

4. This Agreement will be reviewed periodically, but not less than annually by the FITV. It may be subject to reconsideration at other times as may be required and agreed to by signatories.

5. This MOU becomes effective upon signature by all parties and shall be in force for five years. This MOU will automatically continue for another five year period on December 31 of the last year.

APPROVED:

[image: image1.png]W LSe 1,
Charles Laughlin Dat
Administrator, Cooperative State
Research, Education & Extension Service (CSREES)

Pedrlie S. Reed
Chief, Natural Resou Conservation Service

Lt. GenergtJoe N. Ballard
Commander, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

d
QF

Tom F Date
Acting Director, USDI Bureau of Land Management

Jal{la Rappaport Clark 04w

Director, U.S. Fish and Wildiife Service

{i M— é% 3, 20
Robert Stanton ate,

Director, National Park Service

Eldid L. Martinez Dat
Commissioner, USDI Bureau of Reclamation

By B
N N
8

. CHarlgg G. Groat/Director

United States Geological Survey (USGS)




